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H aggai Podo ler, A ssoc ia te  P ro fesso r o f  A g ricu ltu ra l E ntom ology  a t the  F acu lty  o f 
A gricu lture  o f  the H ebrew  U niversity  o f  Jerusalem , at R ehovot, passed  aw ay o n  O ctober 31, 
1988, a t the age o f  49, after a courageous struggle w ith a fatal illness.

H aggai P odo ler w as b o m  in  H aifa, Israel on  M ay 20, 1939. H e w as b rough t up  and 
g raduated  from  h igh  schoo l in  h is hom etow n, in  suburban  H aifa . In  those days he w as a 
m em ber o f a you th  m ovem ent that in tended to jo in  a k ibbutz  on  the northern  border o f  Israel, 
so  w hen  he jo in ed  the Israeli D efense Forces in 1957 h e  served  in  the 'N ahal' unit, w hich 
com bines farm ing  w ith  active com bat duty. H e was also an avid naturalist and an enthusiastic 
h iker, w ho  to o k  num ero u s tr ip s  th ro u g h o u t th e  coun try . T h ese  early  exp e rien ces  had  
in fluenced  h is dec is io n  to  s tudy  ag ricu ltu re  a t  the H ebrew  U niversity , w h ich  he began  in 
1 9 6 0 .

A t the Faculty  o f  A griculture, H aggai was one o f  the  best students in  h is c lass. H e received 
h is B .Sc. in  1963 and  his M .Sc. (w ith  d istinction) in  1965, specializ ing  in  p lan t p ro tection 
and  fie ld  crops. Ever since the early  stages o f  his academ ic studies he  show ed a  keen  interest 
in  en tom ology .

H aggai w as deep ly  invo lved  in  a varie ty  o f  en tom olog ica l aspects, and  his scien tific  
b ackground w as unusually  broad . H e b egan  h is academ ic career studying , fo r h is M aster's 
thesis, the life  h istory  o f  a parasitic  w asp, M eta p h ycu s fla v u s .  F or h is doctoral stud ies he 
tu rned  to  in sec t physio logy  and  biochem istry  and investigated  the carbohydrate  m etabolism  
o f  the  adzuki bean  beetle, C allosobruchus chinensis. O ne o f  h is achievem ents a t tha t period  
w as the pu rification  and characterization  o f the a -a m y la s e  o f  that beetle. Upon receip t o f  his 
Ph.D . deg ree  in  1971, h e  w as aw arded a post-doctoral scholarsh ip  to study in sect eco logy  
w ith D r. G eorge V arley  a t o n e  o f  the leading laboratories, in  O xford. In  1973 he  re tu rned  to 
the F acu lty  o f  A gricu ltu re , R ehovot, and w as appoin ted  L ec tu rer in  E ntom ology; h e  w as 
prom oted  to Senior Lecturer in  1979 and  to A ssociate Professor in  1984.



H aggai u sed  h is  eco lo g ica l ex pertise  to  g rea t advan tage  in  add ressing  c ru c ia l quantitative 
aspec ts  in  th e  n u m ero u s b io lo g ica l s tud ies  tha t he  ca rr ied  o u t bo th  in  Israe l and  during his 
v is its  a b ro ad . T h e se  in c lu d ed  in v es tig a tio n s  o f  h o s t-p a ra s ite  in te rac tio n s  (e .g . the  Indian 
m ea l m o th , P lo d ia  in te rp u n c te lla , and  its  p a ra s ite  N e m e r itis  can escen s;  th e  M editerranean 
fru it fly , C era titis  ca p ita ta , an d  its parasites  M uscid ifu ra x  rap tor  and  D irh in u s g iffa rd ii; o r the 
F lo r id a  re d  sca le , C h ry so m p h a lu s  a o n id u m ,  and  its  p a ra s ite s  A p h y tis  h o lo x a n th u s  and  
P te r o p tr ix  s m ith i) ,  s tu d ie s  o f  in te rsp e c if ic  c o m p e tit io n  a m o n g  p r im a ry  p a ra s ite s  or 
hype rp a ra site s , and  life -tab le  s tud ies  o f  p e s t and  n a tu ra l enem y  popu la tions. A m ong his main 
a reas  o f  in te re s t in  in sec t p o p u la tio n  dy n am ics w ere  th e  search ing  s tra teg ie s  em ployed  by 
p a ra s ite s  and  p re d a to rs , d en s ity -d e p e n d e n t p ro cesse s  tak in g  p la c e  in  p e s t-n a tu ra l enemy 
system s, and  e ffec ts  o f  host size  o n  th e  sex  ra tio  o f  p arasites.

H aggai w as resp ec ted  by  co lleagues in  Israel and  abroad  as an  o u ts tand ing  researcher. His 
g rea te st re sea rch  e ffo r ts  w ere a im ed  a t m ajo r p e s ts  o f  c itru s  such  as the M editerranean  black 
sca le , S a is se tia  o leae , th e  F lo rid a  w ax scale , C e ro p la s te s  f lo r id e n s is ,  and  the F lo rida  red 
sca le , C h ry so m p h a lu s  a o n id u m . H ow ever, he  a lso  tack led  im p o rtan t p e s ts  o f  o th e r crops, 
in c lu d in g  so m e  th a t h ad  b een  in v estig a ted  in  Israe l for decad es, such  as th e  cod ling  moth, 
C yd ia  p o m o n e lla , and  the p o ta to  tuber m oth , P h th o rim a ea  opercu le lla . T hus, as if  completing 
a  full c irc le , d u ring  th e  la s t Five y ears o r  so h is stud ies o f  apple  pests  b rough t h im  back to the 
n o rth ern  pa rt o f  Israel, w h e re  his in te rest in  ag ricu ltu re  h ad  been  firs t aroused  in  1957.

O th e r s tu d ie s  in c luded  the ro le  o f  n itid u lid  beetles in  the  p o llina tion  o f  annona, effects o f 
in sec t g ro w th  regu la to rs  on  v a rio u s pests , e ffec ts  o f  p e stic id es  on  na tu ra l enem ies , the  pests 
o f  jo jo b a  in  Israe l, an a ly sis  o f  th e  g u t con ten ts  o f  co cc ine llid  p reda to rs , etc.

A bove  a ll, h e  w as a g ifted  teacher and  lec tu re r. H e se rv ed  as su p e rv iso r for num erous 
M .Sc. and  P h .D . s tuden ts , m any o f  w hom  are  found  today  in  resea rch  in stitu tions, in  various 
g o v e rn m en ta l ag enc ies  in c lu d in g  the ex ten sio n  serv ice , and  as Field p rac titio n ers . H e  always 
d irec ted  h is  s tuden ts  to  dea l w ith  p ests  o f  econom ic im portance, b u t a t the sam e tim e insisted 
o n  a h ig h  sc ie n tif ic  lev e l and  e n co u rag ed  im ag in a tio n , c rea tiv ity  an d  in n o v a tiv e  analytical 
app roaches. H is g rea t in te re s t in academ ic teach in g  w as esp ec ia lly  w ell ex p ressed  during  his 
th ree -y ea r ten u re  a s  C h a irm an  o f  th e  P lan t P ro tec tio n  T each in g  P rog ram  a t th e  Faculty  of 
A g ricu ltu re .

In  h is  in te ra c tio n s  w ith  c la ssm a te s  and  teach e rs , and  la te r  w ith  h is  c o lleag u es  and 
s tuden ts , H aggai a lw ays sh o w ed  co n sid e ra tio n  and  fa irness, b u t never co m p ro m ised  h is Firm 
p rin c ip le s . F or these  ra re  q u a lities  he  w as adm ired  by  a lm ost everyone  w ho  w as fortunate to 
m ak e  h is acquain tance.

H aggai P odo ler w as  a m em ber o f  th e  E ditoria l B oard  o f  P H Y T O P A R A S IT IC A , the Israel 
Jo u rn a l o f  P lan t P ro tec tio n  S c iences, s in ce  1986. H is  k een  m in d  and  th o rough  approach  to 
the w ork  co n tribu ted  g rea tly  to  th e  success  o f  th e  jou rna l.

H aggai is su rv ived  by  h is  w ife  R uth , w ho  shared  h is  life  since 1966 and  b rave ly  supported 
h im  in  h is  la s t d ifficu lt m on ths, and  b y  h is  ch ild ren  G uy , H illa  and  Itai.

H aggai P odo ler w as a dear friend  to  m any o f  u s , in Israel and  abroad . H is u n tim ely  death 
h as  left the e n to m o lo g ica l co m m u n ity  o f  Israe l, the  F acu lty  o f  A g ricu ltu re  and  h is  many 
a sso c ia tes  and  s tuden ts  in  a pa in fu l sta te  o f  loss and  grief.
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